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Communicated for the Wesleyan Repository. 


AN ADDRESS 
Delivered at the State-House in theCi- 
ty of Trenton, on the 25th day of 
August, A.D. 1819, before the Bible 
Society of the State of New-Jersey, 


ByLuciusHoratioStrocxton,Esq: 
(Concluded from page 195.) 


Is there not in us all too little of 
the practical walk ot the real chris- 
tian, and a lamentable destitution of 
thespurity, spirituality, meekness, 
solemnity, and self-denial, enjoined 
by the gospel ? How prone are we 
to be elevated with pride and vain- 
glory, on the providential distinc- 
tions of superior birth, fortune, ge- 
nius, or acquirements, when such 
distinguishing dispensations ought 
xeally to have a directly contrary 
tendency—ought to increase our 
humility, our gratitude, to the Au- 
thor of every good and perfect gift, 
and to lead us by the cords of love 
to true and evangelical repentance. 
How little is there in our external 
walk to distinguish us from the 
world! “ What do we more than 
others ?”? How little do we possess 
of the spirit of the blessed apostle 
who has declared it to be “ thank- 
worthy if a man, for conscience to- 
wards God, endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully, because Christ also suf- 
fixed for us, an cxawple that we 
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should follow his steps, who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth—who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again, and who, when he 
suffered, threatened not, but com- 
mitted himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously—who, his own self, bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree, 
that we being dead to sin, should 
live to righteousness—by whose 
stripes we are healed.” I am con- 
vinced, by the experience of a life 
which has been passed among vari- 
ous Classes of society, that there is 
nothing which preaches so forcibly 
as example. I am entirely persua- 
ded, that if professing christians, 
though they should lack something 
of that flaming zeal to controvert 
particular points of very doubtful 
disputation, and which are at best 
so obscure, abstruse, and hypothett- 
cal, as to have divided the senti- 
ments of the best men in every age 
of the church, were more solemnly 
intent on the exhibition, in their con- 
verse among men of such an image 
of Christ, as that the ungodly, by 
their practical walk, could take 
knowledge of them, that they had 
been really taught by him who wae 
meek and lowly in spirit ; and who 
went about doing good—if they put 
less confidence in the creature, and 
more in the sincere and simple 
prayer of faith, to draw down bless- 
ings from the great Creator—if 
more attentive to the calemn Deemer: 
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tion, Let net the wise man glo- 
ry iti his wisdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his strength— 
let not the rich man glory in his 
riches—but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth the Lord’’—If ardently 
cultivating the life of God in the 
soul of man, suffering the dead to 
bury their dead, and following their 
Saviour, they were more exclusive- 
ly devoted to the cause of Ged—if 
such graces were seen in christians 
more fully to abound, I verily be- 
lieve, that the fruits of our exertions 
would be more speedily visible in 
the world; I verily believe, that 
God would cause a glorious light to 
arise on Zion—quickly deliver his 
church from its wilderness state, 
making her the joy and the rejoicing 
of the whole earth—-would cause 
her to look ** forth as the morning, 
fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with ban- 
ners.” It will be readily perceived 
that I am not among the number of 
those who believe the present state 
of religion to be so favorable as to 
indicate symptoms of an appreach- 
ing millennium. I frankly confess 
that I do not. That this is an age of 
running to and fro on the earth, of 
talking, and of preaching, f admit ; 
and so far as these, without the cor- 
respondent fruits of the Spirit, are 
agreeable omens, we are entitled to 
their benefit. Lam aware, also, that 
there is a sort of fashion, especially 
among what are called the higher 
classes in society, in avoiding those 
outrages which have disgraced for- 
mer ages, which I attribute to a dis- 
covery made by Satan, that the vul- 
garity of Vaine and his disciples was 
injuring the infidel cause ; but I re- 
ally believe he has only varied the 
external mode of approach, and has 
instructed many ot his emisaries to 
assume the semblance of external 
decorum, and perhaps, as of old, to 
present themselves in worship with 


the children of God. But blessed be 
our divine Redeemer, he has built 
his church upon a_ rock, against 
which the gates of hell shall never 
prevail. Thus I have delivered in 
great plainness and sincerity my 
thoughts and exercises on the pre- 
sent state of religion among us, and 
call the Searcher of Hearts to wit- 
ness that my object is, that we should 
second the efforts for the religious 
instruction of our fellow-citizens, by 
more clearly manifesting in our own 
lives the practical precepts of that 
holy book which we recommend te 
them. Il am perfectly satisfied that 
more good would be derived from 
this course than has ever been pro- 
duced by all our united wealth, 
learning and exertions. But, per- 
haps, there may be some in this re- 
spectable assembly disposed to ask, 
who is this unauthorized, this unca- 
nonical Jayman, who has seldom ap- 
peared among us, perhaps totally un- 
known to some, slightly acquainted 
with many; and it may be of very 
suspicious orthodoxy, that delivers 
such novel doctrines, which mfy be 
construed by some as having a ten- 
dency to depreciate our schools? If 
any person in this meeting of our 
society should audibly address to 
me words like these, and say, you 
liave been proposing many searching 
interrogations, what answer could 
you make to such questions if pro- 
posed to yourself? Do you believe 
that you possess the graces, and 
practise the virtues, the want of 
which you so feelingly lament, and 
abstain from the errors which you 
pourtray in others? To any sucht 
would answer, with the utmost frank- 
ness, and without the Jeast hesita- 
tion, ‘Ido not; and I have no- 
thing to say on my ewn behalf, but 
to exclaim with the humble publi- 
can, God be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
I thank God that I can even with 
truth say that itis my desire to be 
such as 1 recommend te others ; and 
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for myself I can speak; but as I 
trust and hope that there are others 
in this assembly who can give a 
more satisfactory answer to each of 
these questions which have been pro- 
posed than can be made by the 
speaker, I have a request to make 
of such fathers and brethren, that 
they would remember me, an unwor- 
thy servant, in their prayers, which 
will avail much. That their petitions 
may ascend before the throne of di- 
vine mercy on my behalf, that 1 may 
be enabled in the strength of God to 
live more to his glory than | have 
ever heretofore done, and to follow 
them as they have followed Christ. 
I have but little to add but the ex- 
pression of a hope, that if any thing 
which has fallen from me should not 
accord in sentiment with any minis- 
ter or christian person at this time 
present, with all of whom it is my 
ardent desire to live in christian uni- 
ty, that I shall be excused inasmuch 
as I have not spoken on this occa- 
sion of my own mere will, but at 
the request of others, as some of my 
brethren can testify. At the same 
time it is proper for me to add, that 
I consider myself alone responsible 
for all 1 have said, no other member 
of this society having had the least 
intimation of what I intended to 
speak. I am one of those whose judg- 
ment and inclination would have 
been much gratified if the business 
of this society had been accompa- 
nied by prayer and asermon by one 
of our brethren who are ministers 
of the gospel; but as it seems to 
have been otherwise decided, and I 
was urged to make an address, I can 
enly say I have spoken from the 
heart, and I trust as one who is sen- 
sible that he must soon give an ac- 
count to the Searcher of Hearts of 
the deeds done in the body. It is 
my fervent prayer to God, the Fa- 
ther of mercies, that if I have spo- 
ken any thing inconsistent with his 
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this is the utmost extent to which 


holy, blessed and righteous will, 
that I may therefor receive a par- 
don, with my numerous sins, thro’ 
the atoning sacrifice of the Lamb 
that was slain, from the foundation 
of the world, to redeem the human 
race ; and that no injury to his holy 
kingdom may ensue from my er 
rors; but that, on the contrary, if 
what has been feebly delivered in 


‘great weakness, should be consist- 


ent with divine truth, that he may 
accompany it with the influences of 
his blessed spirit. “*Now to him wie 
is able to keep you from falling, and 
present you faultless, before the pre- 
sence of his glory, with exceeding 
joy,’’ te the only wise God our Sa- 
viour be glory and majesty, domi- 
nion .nd power, both now and ever. 
Amen.” 
—wg ae 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
Reflections on the Hisiory of Mes 
thodisme 


To purify a system of doctrine 
from ali grounds and sources of 
speculative Antinomianism, and to 
retain the doctrine of justification 
by faith alone in the day of con- 
version—to preserve the principles 
of experimental religion, and to a- 
void mysticism, was a task to which 
none but the genius of Wesley seems 
to have been fully competent. This 
extraordinary man not only exhibit- 
ed a system of doctrine new in the 
above respects in its combinations 
and associaticns, having no exact 
model among the writings of theolo- 
gians; but he purified his society 
from speculative and practical anti- 
nomianism aud from mysticism also, 
and by the aid of unordained preach- 
ers extended and enlarged it, and left 
at his death means and instruments 
sufficient to render it commensu- 
rate with the habitable earth. The. 
separation of the Moravians, and, 
of Mr Whitefield and his followers, 
were critical and eventful eras in 
the history of Methodism, and pre 
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sented dificulties which must have 
‘overwhelmed any but first rate tal- 
ents for doctrine and government. 
The manner of the Moravians at 
that period in England—the num- 
ber of the primitive Methodist soci- 
ety who had imbibed their smooth, 
easy, and quiet plan of explaining 
the gospel, and reducing it to prac- 
tice, when the hour of segregation 
arrived, produced a fearful diminu- 
tion of their members, and opposed 
an influence diametrically opposite to 
the Wesleyan economy, which no- 
thing but time and unwearied labor 
eould overcome. On the other hand 
the advantages of Mr Whitefield 
were great indeed, and sufficient to 
appal a mind of no ordinary forti- 
tude. ‘The conversion of such a col- 
Jeague into a rival, for a time well 
nigh eclipsed the rising importance 
of Wesley and his small and feeble 
band of followers. The calvinistic 
form in which Mr Whitefield an- 
nounced his doctrines, was congeni- 
al to the opinions of a number in the 
establishment; to most of the dis- 
senters; and to the Presbyterians, 
and corgregationalists, in Scotland, 
Trelan¢, and the then provinces in 
North America. His popularity in 
the pulpit was unrivalled, and in 
zeal and diligence he was not a whit 
behind his indefatigable rival in doc- 
trine himself. ‘Ihe wealth and the 
learning which enlisted in his cause, 
enabled him to give a dignity and 
consequence to the majority of his 
preachers to vie with the clergy (as 
they are called) which they seldom 
omitted in outward appearances or 
intellectual exercises. Meanwhile 
the roots and the seeds of the decrees 
were well nigh eradicated and ex- 
tracted from the Wesleyan societies; 
the ordained and unordained preach- 
ers and the private members began 
to see eye to eye and to think and 
speak the same thing. "Lhe employ- 
mentoflay preachers (so called) in 
the judgment of every body but 








































REFLE€ETIONS ON THE HISTORY OF METHODISM. 


their patron was sufficient to ruin 
his cause. How desperate ! how mad! 
must the attempt have appeared, to 
make head against a kingdom of op- 
ponents with such raw and undrilled 
recruits. But the members of the es- 
tablishment at length beheld with a- 
mazement the progress of Wesleyan 
Methodism: they were perplexed 
and confounded at the ground its in- 
trepid leader had taken in renoun- 
cing all affinity to seceders, and pro- 
claiming himself and his proselytes 
as members of the national church, 
It is our business said he not to show 
how fallen the church is, but how 
fallen its members themselves are. 
The days of persecution had gone by; 
in vain did the zealous members of 
the establishment exert all their 
learning and ingenuity to free the 
bedy and the branches of the church 
from this parasitical plant, as they 
considered Methodism, and prevent 
it from twining around its trunk and 
feeding upon its substance. What 
could be dene with men who would 
neither expatriate or unchurch them- 
selves in order to become religious? 
The sword had grown rusty in the 
scabbard, and could not be with- 
drawn; with them, ridicule was no 
test of truth; and as far as argu- 
ments were concerned, they took the 
liberty to judge that the advantage 
was on their side. Any attempt to 
out do them in zeal was utterly hope- 
less. To buy them in, was equally 
out of the question, for, if a price 
could have been bidden for their 
preachers, there was no place to em- 
ploy them. The unordained preach- 
ers, with fewer exceptions than 
might have been expected, maintain- 
ed themselves in the confidence and 
affection of their patron and of the 
societies. An unusual number of 
them lived to a good old age, and 
died in the fulness of faith and hope. 
The government of their chief was 
patriarchial and monarchial ; his ru- 
ling maxim was, “if yeu do not, 
































help me as I direct, you shall not 
help me at all ;”’ but these directions 
were early reduced to the form of 
written laws or statutes. He divi- 
ded the preachers into Assistants 
and helpers; the former of whom 
were the executive, and the latter 
graduates. All met together once in 
a year in Conference, and were or- 
ganized as a deliberative body. 

‘he Assistants were all equal a- 
mong themselves, there was no room 
therefore for any strife among them 
who should be greatest. 

One hundred of these assistants 
were named in Mr Wesley’s will, 
as the conference ; and on them and 
their successors the government and 
the property of the connexion de- 
volved. Among the missionaries to 
this country,there was a general As- 
sistant who had the power of a le- 
gate or lieutenant ; but the rest were 
neither remarkable for their subor- 
dination, nor for the caution and del- 
icacy of their expressions of opinion. 
It was in this country, that the 
preachers first began to meet in sep- 
arate conferences, and the custom is 
still maintained. This to be sure was 
a necessary evil, which we may de- 
plore but cannot remedy. An itiner- 
ant Executive moving from confer- 
ence to conference, posesses means of 
managing and controling, which 
Mr Wesley never possessed, and 
which no man, who like him always 
meets the same men all together, can 
ever possess. For some years these 
annual conferences possessed legisla- 
tive power, and could be increased 
or diminished at the pleasure of the 
executive, who also had a controul 
over the length of the time of their 
sitting. It was during this peculiar 
economy that Presiding Elders came 
into existence among us, but the pre- 
cise time and manner of their origin 
scems to be involved in some obscur- 
ity. The rise of this order first des- 
troyed the equality among the Assis- 
tants, aud placed the executive head 
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at such a distance from then, that 
they could have no immediate ac- 
cess to it,—Comnunications were 
thenceforward to be made and re 
ceived through those ministers. An 
attempt to convert a certain num< 
ber of these o'ticers into a legisla- 
tive council, led to a General Con- 
ference, and this in turn to a Dele- 
gated Conference. It must be appar- 
ent to every observer, that our af 
fairs were managed diferently frou 
those of the English connexion du- 
ring the life time of Mr Wesley. & 
Bishopamong us at this present time, 
though the legislative power is tas 
ken from the Annual conferences, 
can render them subservient to al- 
most any purpose his ambition and in- 
genuity may devise. He may oppose 
the influence of the A. Conferences 
to the G. Conferences, and thas pro- 
duce compliance in the latter. He 
may so construe the laws as by @ 
vote of the A. Conferences to change 
their original destination, or render 
them null and void. &c. &c. What 
a fruitful source of reflection does 
the following contrasts furnish. In 
this country fer a length of time, ses 
veral separate bodies of preachers 
made laws for the whole communi- 
ty with no other means of corres 
pondence than the executive volun 
tarily furnished them. Im England 
all the Assistants sat together in 
Conference on a footing of equality, 
and Mr Wesley was immediately ace 
essible to them all; he bad no ire 
responsible privy council to play at 
«* Boo peep, or hide and go seek’® 
and such like pranks of power. But 
among us, Elders must have P. Ele 
ders, over whom they have no con~ 
trol, betwixt them and their Bishop. 
Does this part of our history 
contribute in any measure to throw 
light upon the interesting question 
which has been so often asked-—~How 
was it possible that a collossal pow- 
er calculated to fill a contemplative 
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itself among a people so naturally 
jealous of civil and religious liberty 
as Americans are known to be? 

We have already hinted at the 
uncommon weight of age and expe- 
rience in the British connexion. It 
must have been a sight as interest- 
ing as novel, to have seen the ven- 
erable Wesley at the age of four- 
score, surrounded in conference by 
numbers in advance of sixty and 
seventy. Those were the first fruits 
of unordained preachers. In_ this 
country it was far otherwise ; causes 
had conspired to produce strange 
changes. At the age of seventy Mr 
Asbury could scarcely recognize 
half a dozen of the primitive Ameri- 
can preachers in the conferences. 
‘Poverty and location had anticipa- 
ted death, and nota few were ministe- 
rially dead while they lived. Rapid 
changes and a succession of young 
men have contributed to unsettle the 
affections and foster the spirit of no- 
velty among us ina degree unknown 
in any other church. Another point 
of contrast between the two connex- 
ions worthy of notice is, our minis- 
terial’ fruitfulness has been mostly 
in numbers—theirs in talents. 

It is not for us to know che times 
and the seasons or to foresee events ; 
but when rumors of discontent 
are heard from some and the appre- 
hensions of ‘division from others, 
particularly :the latter, they call 
forth and fix our attention upon the 
interesting subject of the means best 
calculated to secure union and church 
rights. We do not think that divi- 
sions are never juriifiable; on the 
contrary, ‘we believe they are al- 
ways so from professed church- 
es which become persecutors. The 
voice of God ever calls his people to 
come out of bloody Babylon. Other 
cases might perhaps be pointed out ; 
but it is deserving of the most serious 
regard, that division, though the 
first remedy that generally suggests 
itself te those who think themselves 
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aggrieved in a religious community, 
is aremedy greatly to be distrust- 
ed. It is a weans not only liable to 
great abuse, but may prove infinitely 
dangerous to those who have re- 
course to it. The history of those 
divisions which became necessa- 
ry from imperious circumstances, 
proves the dangers and difficulties 
to which they expose those who par- 
ticipate in them. A signal of division 
never fails to call forth and place 
in marshal array all the most hurt- 
ful passions of the human heart. 
The example of Wesley shews what 
may be done under the protection of 
the civil laws, or while the Demon 
of persecution is in chains as among 
ourselves, without having recourse 
to division. And can any human ex- 
ample recommend itself more strong- 
ly to us than his? The first thing 
that must strike us all in his relis 
gious movements is, that his reli- 
gion had no passion, and his success 
abundantly demonstrates that pas- 
sion is by no means necessary to 
success in religious undertakings. It 
seems to us to be beyond all doubt, 
that it is fully in the power of our 
church if it should be so disposed, 
to reclaim and secure to itself any 
right or privilege which is now ex- 
clusively in the hands of the travel- 
ling preachers, without having re- 
course to the spirit or practice of di- 
vision; and of course without pas- 
sion, and also without violating a- 
ny law or exposing itself to the pe- 
nalties of any one that the G. Confer- 
ence can enforce. 
Puito Pisticvs. 
——aP CD Gee 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
‘¢ There is no standing Still in 
Religion:” 


This is a kind of aphorism very 
current amongst us as Methodists, 
and has never been contradicted, 1 
presume: but I have never. seen it 
proved by any scripture; and indeed 
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I am inclined to think notwithstand- 
ing its currency that it is substanti- 
ally wntrue. 

In point of fact, I know very ma- 
ny good men, whoin several years, 
have no other increase, than their 
accumulation of years, and they only 
gay of themselves they have held fast 
whereunto they had already attain- 
ed. Another maxim conjoined with 
the above, is, “ that whenever we 
are not going forward we are going 
backward.” In natural truth this 
would be an expression which would 


‘be a contradiction and an absurdity ; 


for he who goes neither way, must 
be standing still; and standing still, 
implies stattonary, steadfast, holding 
fast. 

That christians may progress and 
are commanded to * press forward 
to the mark of their high calling,” 
&c. is fully admitied; but it does 
not exclude from salvation, or prove 
a sinful state in those, who ** hold- 
fast whereunto they have already at- 
tained—“Let us go on to perfection” 
is an excellent endeavor, even av a 
mean to keep us from going back ; 
and must and will be exercised by 
all gracious souls—It means (as the 
context shows) let us be advanced 
from first principles or elements unto 
ull stature and completion. Heb. 6. 
1l— 

I believe, that standing steadfast, 
or standing still, or “abiding” in 
the grace received, is essentially 

eeping the grace of God in the heart. 
St. John 2. 6. says “whoso(every one 
who) keepeth God’s word, in him ver- 
ily is the love of God perfected :” 
and *this is the love of God, that 
we keep (by continuance in well do- 
ing) his commandments.” And 2. 


John 6. “ This is the love of God, 
that we walk (act) after his com- 
mandments.”? As to this state of keep- 
ing, consider the following, viz. 2 
Thess. 3. $. “ The Lord is faithful, 
who will siablish you and keep you 
from evil”—} Petgr 1.5, “ Weare 
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kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation.”—J ude. ** Unto 
him that is able to keep you firm 
falling and to present you faultless” 
—** Whoso endureth unto the end, 
the same shall be saved.”?> They who 
by * patient continuance in well do- 
ing”? shall have a crown of eternal 
life——** For now we live if- ye 
stand fastin the Lord,” “ therefore 
let us watch and be sober”’—*< Be 
ye like unto men that wait for their 
Lord, and blessed are those whom 
he shall find watching.” Luke 12. 37, 

‘¢ Stand against the wiles of the 
Devii, and having done all to stand— 
stand therefore having your loins 
girt,”’ &c. Ep. 6. 14. & We are made 
partakers of Christ, if we hold the 
beginning of our confidence steadfast 
unto the one.”? rey. 4 i4.— 

‘“Bretiren standfast, and hold the 
tradition which ye have been taught, 
and God comfort your hearts and 
stablish you.” Thess. 2. 15. ** As ye 
have received Christ Jesus so walk 
(act) ye in him, rooted and built upon 
him and stablished in the faith.’ Col- 
oss. 1. also ** continue in the faith 
grounded and seltled’?—* Whereto 
we have already atiained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind 
the same thing.” Phil. 3, 16. * also 
standfast in one spirit.” 

Finally, men may and men should, 
“ crow in grace :” but it is also true, 
if others ** stand fast in the diberty 
wherewith Christ hath made them 
(before) free, they shall be free ine 
deed.” 

| GBCRUTATORe 
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FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY: 
On Princi ple and Practice. 


We do not remember to have 
seen any treatise or essay in which 
the precedence between principle 
and practice has been discussed rel- 
atively to the stations and cond 
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ciple, or bad principle in govern- 
ment, or governors, and men in of- 
ficial stations, be of more injurious 
consequences than vicious practice, 
and yet the case be reversed in re- 
gard to private and obscure indi- 
viduals? We frequently find in his- 
tory, that the first men who promo- 
ted absolute governments, whether 
civil, religious, or mixed, were ad- 
mired for their virtues, and contri- 
buted as much or more by their ex- 
ample to conciliate the public mind 
to despotism, than by any other 
means. Who was ever more praised 
for their virtues than the first of the 
Cesars? and who more execrable 
for their vices than their successors? 
Where shall we find greater exam- 
ples of abstemiousness, and con- 
tempt of wealth, than among the 
earlier of the Caliphs, those absoluje 
kings and priests of Islamism? or 
where greater softness and self-in- 
dulgence than among the last of 
them? The higher a man is eleva- 
ted in office, the more carefully ought 
be to be bound by principle. 
PutrLo Pisyicus. 
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FOR THC WESLEYAN REPOSI¥YORYe 
Thoughts on Temptation. 
3 


There are two kinds of lengvage 
ased ia treating upon moral subjects; 
the one theological and the other 
philosophical; but difference in terms 
cannot alter the natare of things. 
The terminology o7 theolegical wri- 
ters is not uniformly scriptural ; 
neither is that of moral philosophers 
settled with precision. It were in- 
deed to be wished that sonie nomen- 
clature were agreed upon in regard 
to this important subject ; until this 
shall be done, misunderstandings will 
be apt to prevail among authors. It 
is common to speak of the good, or 
bad qualities of the heart, and it is 
to them that temptation, or trial, is 


ftequenfly applied ; but are any 


ON TEMPTATION, 





temptations, or trials, brought to at, 
immediately upon our hearts, with- 
out the medium of our senses, and 
mental faculties? We are inclined 
to think not; and conceive that it is 
no less correct to speak of the trials 
of the understanding, than of the. 
heart.—Though we admit that some 
men have stronger propensities, and 
have contracted more inveterate ha- 
bits than others; yet he whose judg-. 
ment is not sufficiently clear and 
strong to actin opposition to them, 
may in this respect, be considered 
as a weak nan. But though it may 
be true, that the heart is affected. 
through the mediun of the other fa- 
culties, it is certain that when it is ex- 
cited, it reacts with wonderful force 
upon the intellectual faculties. We 
see a pretty good specimen of this. 
law of operation between the heart. 
and the mind, in the influence of fear. 
A coward judges the magnitude of a 
danger to be much greater than a. 
brave man ; his heart is proportion- 
ably agitated, and his imagination 
alarmed; he looks again, and the 
danger seems doubled ; the result of 
this second judgment gives a new 
emotion to the heart, which again 
produces a new alarm to the imagi- 
nation, &c. In the language of chris- 
tian experience, a man is said to be 
tempted to fear. Is not the tempta- 
tion as great a test of his understan- 
ding, as of his religion? What we 
mean to insinuate by these remarks, 
is, that we should not judge of the 
actions of men, as we do of the mo- 
tions of machines. We act in some 
respects like rational creatures when 
we commit sin. Our mental facul- 
ties take a part in our vices, as well 
as our virtues; and it is generally 
found, that our vices are a sceming 
sood ;—an error of judgment. When 
we contemplate bad men in their 
best moods, and good men in their 
strongest besetments,the comparison 
seems to be not greatly to the disad- 
vantage of fhe farmer; but when 
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the case is reversed, the difference 
appears to be almost immense. This 
could net happen, if the moral qual- 
ities of our hearts wereaffected like 
the physical properties of bodies. 
May we not consider our virtues 
and vices as having their origin in 
our ‘ninds, our propensities, and our 
habits? An eminentiy good man is 
said, in scripture, to be a man of 
like passions with his fellow men. 
Another sacred writer in describing 
an extreme state of demoralization, 
gays, that the people followed the 
desires of the flesh, and of the mind ; 
which last, we apprehend, can be 
none other than a false judgment. 
May it not be attended with bad con- 
gequences to assimilate moral and 
natural qualities, as for instance: a 
art, a bitter spirit, and the 
ioplying that the contrary are 
ute and sweet, &c. &c. Possibly 
expressions, loosely taken, 
tended to promote spiritual 
e, self-righteousness and pre- 
tion. Ji we might believe that 
; were of a quality superi- 

of other men, why might 

> 110 ik God for this superior- 
ity! Ona the contrary, if good men 
were to conceive, that the goodness 
of their characters depended upon 
the soundness of their judgment, 
and the correct propensities and ha- 
bits of their hearts, and lives, would 
they not take heed, lest they might 
fail? and instead of being high- 
minded, would they not fear? If 
wisdom is so essential to virtue, how 
should we dig for it as for hid trea- 
sure! But if virtue depends upon our 
propensities, and habits also, how 
should we deny ourselves of all un- 
goilliness end worldly lusts, and 
live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world! ‘The history 
of virtue and vice furnishes many 
remarkable instances of changes in 
the modes of temptations; pretty 
sure proof that their force and effect 
depend mach upen the state of know- 
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ledge. It is painful to remark the 
manner of some good men in minis- 
tering to tempted virtue. They have 
but one prescription for every Casey 
which like a nostrum, is to prove a 
cure for every spiritual malady. 
Let us pursue a different course 3 
let us analyze the faculties of man, 
and identify them. Do our tempta- 
tions proceed from or unite with ig- 
norance from which they gather 
strength? we may declaim forever 
against the devil, and a bad heart, 
to no purpose, unless this cause be 
reinoved, Do our temptations take 
their origin, or their mode, from our 
vicious propensities, or habits, we 
may labor at ever so sublime specu- 
lations, but our only remedy will be 
found in self-denial; for so power- 
fully do the passions react upon the 
mental faculties, as to confound all 
ideal distinctions of virtue, and vice, 
and for the fatal moment to pervert 
the judgment. Now it is, that we 
enter into temptation. The illusion 
is completed, and the gratification 
of an inflamed passion or an eager 
appetite seems to us to be the chief 
good. ‘The repetition of the act, 
strengthens the propensity, con- 
firms the habit, and enfeebles all the 
faculties. Blessed is the man whe 
endureth temptations, for when he 


. 
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is tried he shall receive a crown af 


life ! 
Pp. P.. 
——) Ss 


THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD ASSERTED., 
To the Editor of the London Methoe 
dist Magazine. 

Dear Sir, 

If you think proper to publish 
the following awful occurrence, it is 
at your disposal. You may depend 
on the truth of it; it took place in 
my Circuit, in a village where we 
preach. W. MiveGirry 

Warrington, March 18ih, 1821. 

At Booth Bank, near Lymm, in 
Cheshire, lately lived a mau and his 
wife, The husband was covetoygs 
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and niggardly in the extreme, and 
always complaining of poverty ; 
parting with money, even for the 
common necessaries of life, often ag- 
itated his whole frame, and occa- 
sioned lamentations and woe. The 
wife was remarkably passionate, 
and when provoked, would pour out 


the most abominable wishes and hor- 


rid imprecations against her hus- 
band, accompanied with vollies of 
oaths and curses; hoping that “death 
would not call at their house when he 
‘was from home,’? and frequently 
wishing him stiff,” and ‘in hell.” 
In this unbappy state they lived for 
many years. On the 9th of January, 
1821, they had some unpleasant 
words : the wife expressed her de- 
termination to leave the husband ; 
and on bidding him farewell, she de- 
elared that she would never speak 
to him again while she lived. Scarce- 
ly had she uttered the words before 
her speech was taken from her, and 
the use of one side. In this state she 
continued for three days, during 
which time little notice was taken 
of her, the husband thinking it was 
nothing more than a fit of sullenness, 
ef which there had previously been 
several instances. Finding, howev- 
er, that it was something more than 
hypocrisy, the doctor was sent for, 
who, on his arrival, advised the hus- 
band to purchase a pint of brandy, 
and if possible to get her to take a 
little. The expense of so much bran- 
dy evidently affected his mind: he 
said he thought that a half-pint 
would be sufficient, and asked one of 
his neighbors if he could get it on 
trust, repeatedly declaring that he 
had no money ; but although he de- 
nied having money, at the inn he 
produced a pound-note. The land- 
lady who gave him the change, ob- 
served that while he counted the sil- 
ver he was much agitated. He re- 
turned home with the brandy ; and 
to get rid of further expense and 
trouble, he retired into the barn, 





A HYMN. 


and putting a cord round his neck, 
terminated his miserable life. The 
day after he was buried, the wretch- 
ed woman, who had never spoken 
after her resolution, breathed her 
last amidst the most excruciating 
sufferings, but apparently destitute 
of all recollection. On examining 
the clothes of the unhappy man, af- 
ter he was cut down, they found in 
his pocket six pounds in bank-notes, 
and twenty shillings in silver ; 
twelve other notes were concealed 
in the inside of his waistcoat; and 
in an old box were found ninety 
guineas in gold, besides several 
pounds in silver, all wrapped up, 
probably in twenty parcels, some 
tied in old rags, others in paper, 
covered with shavings and various 
lumber. ‘This poor wretch has left 
behind him upwards of a thousand 
pounds in money, and a smail estate 
that lets for nearly forty pounds per 
annum, which property, as he had 
no children, is divided among his re- 
lations.—We can scarcely antici- 
pate any thing more awful than the 
thought of two such spirits meeting 
so suddenly in another world ! 

A HYMN,—By Mr MontTGomery, 

Composed for a Missionary Service. 

Hark! the song of Jubilee, 

Loud as mighty thunder’s roar, 

Or the fulness of the sea, 

When it breaks upon the shore, 

HacLe.tujaH#! forthe Loko, 

Gop OMNIPOTENT, shali reign 7 

HALLELUJAH! let the word 

Echo round the earth and main. 





Hatvevuyan! hark! the sound, 

From the depths unto the skies, 

Wakes above, beneath, around, 

All creation’s harmonies. 

See JzHovAn’S banner furled ;— 
Sheath’d his sword;—He speaks,—’tis dont; 
And the kingdoms of this world 

Are the kingdoms of his Son. 


He shall reign from pole to pole, 
With illimitable sway : 

He shall reign when, like a scroll, 
Yonder heavens have passed away, 
Then the end :—beneath his rod 
Man’s last enemy shall fall :-— 
HacvLevvujau! Curist in Gon, 
Gop in Cuazist,is Atlin All. 
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REMARKABLY PRESERVATION. 


To the Editor of the London Methodist 
Magazine. 

The following «account appears to me 
worthy of being rescued from oblivion. If 
you judge it calculated to add to the weight 
of that body of evidence.already contained 
in your Magazine, in proof of a particular 
Providence, it is entirely at your service. 
On the truth of it you may perfectly rely, 
as J had it from the mouth of the person 
concerned, who, in the judgment of all 
who know him, is an unexceptionabie wit- 
ness, : 

In December, 1819, J. G, of—, in this 
circuit, having been, for some time, under 
strorg conviction of his sin anda danger, and 
earnestly seeking the Lorn, was digging 
for sand, in a pit several feet deep. While 
at his work, a very small pebble fell upon 
his foot, and occasioned such pain, that 
he was under the necessity of desisting for 
a few minutes. However he returned a- 
gain to the place, but had scarcely begun 
his work before he thought he heard die- 
sinctlu, a voice, which he at first took to be 
that of his employer, saying, “ Are you 
making a hole to bury yourself in?” He 
immediately looked up, but seeing no per- 
Son, was surprised, and got out in order to 
ascertain from whom the voice had come. 
On looking round, however, he could see no 
person, and was fully convinced that nobo- 
dy wasnear. After carefully examining the 
pit and the ground near it,and satisfying him - 
selfthatthere was no appearance ofdanger, 
he again descended, but was immediately 
seized with so violent a thirst, as not only 
deprived him of power to work, but made 
him apprehensive that he should die betore 
he could reach the nearest house. He made 
the attempt, however, on coming to the 
house, felt his mouth so parched, (though 
it was a cold frosty day,) that it was with 
difficulty he could ask for a mug, in 
order to procure some water from the 
pump. He was no sooner furnished with 
one, but his thirst was as entirely gone as 
though he had drunk plentifully, and he 
felt no disposition to taste the water, for 
which, a few moments before, he had 
so violent an inclination, On retarning im- 
mediately to the pit, he found that, in his 
absence, more than six tons of earth hed 
fallen upon the very place where he had 
been working, and had buried his tools and 
part of his clothes, which he had left be- 
hind. 

_This wonderful deliverance convinced 
him of the kindness of God towards him . 
aud he fell on his knees to give vent to the 
grateful feelings of his mind. 

A few days afterwards, baving to wa'k 
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to Doncaster, he left his dwelling early m 
the morning, which was very dark, intend- 
ing to cross the canal on the ice at a small 
distance. On coming to it, however, he felt 
a powerful impression on his mind, not to 
venture across ; but as he knew that others 
had done jit commonly tor several preced- 
ing days, and there had been no thaw, he 
resisted the impression, aod accordingly 
set his foot on the ice: but though it felt 
quite strong, the impression wa» deepened,. 
and he felt no power to proceed, he there- 
fore drew back, and finding a piece of brick, 
threw it into the middie, and found that 
the ice was quite gone there, it having been 
cut away for some purpose the preceding 
day. Thus was he, a second time, rescued 
from imminent danger within a few days. 
These circumstances powerfully encour- 
aged him in his search of salyation, and in 
a short time he was enabled to cast his sin- 
ful soul on the mercy of that Gop who had 
thus watched over his life, and redeemed it 
trom destruction. Being justified by faith, 
he found peace with Gop through our 
Lorp Jesus Curist, joined our Society, 
and has since remaiped a happy and aps 
proved member. R. PIGKERING. 
Doncaster, May 1, 1821. 


———«s gp t= 
THE INDIAN BAT. 


Captain SrepmMaw was, while in Suri- 
nam, attacked by one of these animals: his 
account of the incidentis as follows:—t 
cannot forbear relating a singular circum- 
stance respecting myself; viz. that on wa- 
king one morning about four o’clock, in my 
hammock, I was extremely alarmed at 
finding myself weltering in congealed blood, 
without feeling any pain whatever. Having 
started up, I ran for the surgeon, with a 
fire-brand in one hand, and all over be- 
smeared with gore. Considering also my 
pale face, short hair, and tattered apparel, 
he might well ask the question, 

** Beest thou a spirit of health, or goblin damn‘d?” 

The mysterv, however, was, that I had 
been bitten by the Vampyre, or Spectre of 
Guinea, which is also called the Flying Dog 
of New-Spain, and by the Spaniards Per- 
rovolador, which is no other than a Bat of 
monstrous size, that sucks the blood from 
men and cattle while they are asleep, even 
sometimes till they die: and as the manner 
in which they proceed is truly wonderful, f 
shall endeavor to give a distinct account of 
it. Knowing, by instinct, that the person 
they intend to attack is in a sound slamber, 
they generally alight near the feet; and 
while the creature continues fanning with 
his enormous wings, which keeps one Cool, 
he bites a piece out of the-tip of the great 
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foe, so very small indeed that the head of a 
pin could scarcely be received into the 
wound, which is, consequently, not painful ; 
¥et, through this orifice he continues to 
suck the blood until he is obliged to dis- 
gorge. He then begins again, and thus con- 
tinues sucking and d'sgorging till he is 
scarcely able to fly; andthe sufferer has 
eften been known to sleep from time to 
eternity.—Cattle they generally bite in the 
ear, but always in places where the blood 
flows spontaneously.—Having applied to- 

1cco ashes, as the best remedy, and wash- 
ed the gore from myself and my hammock, 

discovered several smal! heaps of con- 
gealed bleod upon the ground, all around 
the place where I had been; on examin- 


ing which, the surgeon judged that I had 


Jost at least twelve or fourteen ounces du- 
ring the night. 
—a 2S 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
Gx the Guardianship of Orthodoxy 
(Concluded from page 199.) 


Divine AtrTrRisuTeEs are also ascribed 
to Jesus Christ in the sacred writings, 1. He 
KS ETERNAL:—His goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. Micah. 8, 22. 
Compare Prov. 8 ; Heb. Ist. and 7th Chap- 
ters ; and John 1. 1—14, 2. He is omnr- 


| PRESENT !—Where two or three are gath- 


ered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them. Matt. 18. 20.—Lo, Iam 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
word, Matt. 28,20. 3. He is ImMUTABLE:—~ 
‘Fhe heaveus shall perish, but thou remain- 
est; they shall be changed; but thou art 
the same, and thy years shall not fail. Heb. 
7.11, 12. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
to day, and forever. Heb. 13. 8. "4. He is 
OMNIPOTENT. Iam Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, saith the 
tuord, which is, and which was, and which 
is to come, the Almighty. Rev. 1 6,—He is 
able to subdue all things to Himself. Phil. 
3. 21. 5. He i8 oMNISCLENT: Now we are 
sure that thou knowest all things. John 16. 
30.—Lord, thou knowest all things. Jonn 
21, 17. He knew all men. Joha 2. 24. He 
knew what was in man. Jolin 2. 25. In bim 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. Col. 2. 3. He searcheth the 
reins and hearts, Rev. 2. 23 See too Acts 1. 
24, 25. 

‘The honors due to God alone, are now in 
heaven, and have been upon earth, attribu- 
ted to Christ. 1. Divine Aporation. Heb. 
1.6. Rev. 5.8. Ibid 7.9, 10, and in divers 
places in the Old and New. ‘Testameat. 
One passage may suffice to prove that he is 
to be worshipped even as the Father. As 

Angelsin heaven worship Jesus Christ in 





common with the Father, so men upon 
earth are commanded to do the same mm. 
“The Father judgeth no man! but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son; 
that all men should honor the Son even as 
they honor the Father. He that honoreth 
not the Son honoreth not the Father which 
hath sent him.” John. 8. 22, 23.—Glory is 
ascribed to Jesus by the Apostles as well 
as tothe Father. See 2. Tim 4.18. Con- 
sult the context. See also 2. Pet. 3.18. * To 
him be glory, both now and ever. Amen.” 
See also Rev. 1.5, 6. The common prac- 
tice of christians in the first ages, was, to 
call on the name of the Lord Jesus:—And 
they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
saying, Lerd Jesus receive my Spirit, 
Lord lay not this sin to their charge. Com- 
pare Acts. 1.24; Ibid 9. 14—21; 22.16; 
Rom. 10. 12—14; 1 Cor. 1. 2. 2 Cor. 12.7 
—9; 2. Tim. 2.22; and 1 John 5. 14, 15. 
Jesus Christ hath the honor of being the au- 
thor of grace in comynon with the Father: 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our 
Father, and Jesus Christ our Lord. 1 Tim, 
1. 2. Rev. 1. 4. 5. See also the introduction 
to several other of the Enistles. Jesus 
Christ also hath the honor of being joined 
with the Father in the form of baptism := 
Go, teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Matt. 28. 19. Che honor 
also of being united with the Father and 
Holy Ghost in solemn benediction :—The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Ho- 
ly Gaost, be with you all, Amen. 2. Cor. 13, 
14. 

Che Atonement made for the sins of the 
world by the death ofthe Son of God, a 
doctrine to which the whole Bible, as well 
as the general history of mankind, bears 
witness, implies the divinity of the Saviour, 
We need only mention one passage on this 
head, and refer to a few others: All have 
sinned and come short of the Giory of God; 
beings justified freely by his grace, throug!s 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
whom God hath set forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood; to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past through the forbearance of 
Goid—that he might be just and the jastifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus. Rom. 3 
23—26. See, moreover, Isa, 53; Dan. 9; 
John 10; 1 John 2.1, 2; and the whole Mo- 
saic institution Compared with the epistle 
tothe Hebrews. 

All things visible on earth, or invisible in 
Heaven or hell, loudly calls on the posses- 
sors and readers of the Bible to be vigilant 
and faithtul guardians of orthodoxy. Who 
will suffer for us if we are seduced? And 
where the bible is not carefully read, stu~ 
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died, and believed, unitarianism will lay 
waste, slay and devour. It is needful, there- 
fore, to give all diligence to speak of the 
common salvation, and to exhort christians 
that they earnestly contend tor the faith 
once delivered to the saints ; because there 
are certain men crept in unawares who de- 
ny the only Lord God and our Saviour Je- 
sus Christ: For as there were false pro- 
phets among the Jews, even so there are 
false teachers among us Christians, who 
privily bring in damnable heresies, even de- 
nying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction ; whose 
judgment now of a jong time lingereth not, 
and whose damnation slumbereth not. See 
1 Peter, 1—3. and Jude 3, 4. If such is our 
situation, highly does it become us to watch 
and be on our guard, lest any man spoil us 
through secular philosophy and vain deceit; 
for let the wise ones of the world say what 
they please to the contrary, we are assured 
by the highest authority, that in Him are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge ; and that all the fulness of the God- 
head dwelleth bodily in him. Col. 2.3, 9 
The exhortation of the apostle Peter is, 
therefore, fullin point:—* Grow in grace 
and inthe knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” “To Him be glory both now and 
forever. Amen.” COMPILER, 


rn & ie - 
Pope’s Essay on Man. 


The Creed or System of Lord Bo.ine- 
BROKE, seems to have been an intermixture 
of that of Sprnosa aad LEIBNITZ; or, to 
ascend higher, ot the Pythagoric or Plato- 
nic, and the Kleatic schools; and hence the 
celebrated Essay on Man, which was cer- 
certainly planred by himself, and composed 
by Mr Porx, without his having been a- 


‘ ware of its tendency, at the direct instiga- 


tion of his noble patron, discloses, in every 
page, the doctrines of Sufficient Reason, 
anda Material Deity: on which account, 
oN its first appearance, the poem was re- 
garded, and especially on the Conunent, as 
one of the most dangerous productions that 
had ever issued from the press. In the pre- 
sent day, we allow to it a very liberal ex- 
tent of poetic license, and with such allow- 
ance it may be perused without mischief ; 
but a few verses alone are sufficient to 
prove its evil tendency, if strictly and lite- 
rally interpreted. Whe following disti¢h, 
for example, disclos€s the very quintessence 
of Spinosism : 
A 
= has bn or eet 

And the general result drawn from the 
entire passage, which is tee lang to be quy- 
teg 15 no less so: 


‘POPE’S ESSAY ON MAN.—EXTRACT FROM CLARKE. 
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** In spite of pride, in erring reason’s spite, 
** One truth is clear—whasever is, is right.” 

It every thing be right at present, there 
is no necessity for a day of retribution here- 
after ; and the chief argument afforded by 
nature, in favor of a tuture existence, is 
swept away ina moment. Unite the propo- 
Sitions Contained in these two distichs, and 
illustrated through the whole poem, and it 
follows, that the Universe is Gop, and that 
Gop is the Universe; that amidst all the 
moral evils of life, the sufferings of virtue, 
and the triumphs of vice, it is in vain to ex- 
pect any degree of retribution in a future 
state; every thing being but an individual 
part of one stupendous whole, which could 
not possibly subsist otherwise ; and that the 
only consolation which remains for us is, 
that the geveral good is superior to the gen 
eral evil, and that whatever is, is right: 

“ If plagues and earthquakes break not heaven's design, 

“ Why then a BORGIA ot a CATALINE ?” 

Hence, Pore was generally denomina~ 
ted, on the Continent, the modern LucrE- 
Trius. Asa merely moral poet, he was per- 
mitted to be read in Switzerland: but his 
French translator confesses that he thought 
ita duty he owed to society, to correct, and 
render less daring, many of the expressions 
contained in the original work. * This 
school of philosophers,” observes MrBour- 
GUET, in a letter to M, de Mzuron, State- 
Counciller of the King of Prussia, “ takes a 
pleasure in confounding all ideas: in pre- 
tending to develope Gop, it miserably con- 
founds him with natare, and reduces man- 
kind nearly to the rank of brutes. In effect,” 
continues he, “* Mr Pops, in his Essay on 
Man, has not said a syllable on the nature 
of the soul,— the mest excellent part of 
man,—on its immiateriality, on its indes- 
tructibility, on its immortality. He has 
drawn the ideas of his poem from the works 
of LORD SHAFTSBURY from which,in many 
places, he has copied the very expressions. 
And, astohis morality, it is as superficiat 
and heathenish as his Lordship’s own,’’—= 
‘There is no doubt that Popz was imposed 
upon by BOLINGBROKE, «nd is sa.d to have 
regretted, in the latter part of his life, that 
he had thus lent the full extent of his td]: 
ents to the propagation of Infidelity. 

Goop’s Lucretius, Vol. i. p cxxvis 

wT Se 

* All nations are by Providence undcz 
the government of God: but the sow! and, 
éody of man, in reference to religion and 
morality, are especially subject to Him. 
He rules reason by His Spirit ; conscience. 
by reason ; and the dower faculties by con= 
science. ti here We has granted His Reve- 
lation, the whole are to be regulated by its 
gictates.”"—-D R CLARKE’s seymen, * The 
Rietts of God and Casa”, , 
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292 ‘BIBLE SOCIETY.~-OPINIONS.--WATSON’S ANSWER. 







From an Asstract ofthe Report of the Britisn and ForreiGn Bisie Society it 
appears, that the issues of Bibles and Testaments within the sear, from the Depository, 
have been 104,828 Bibles, 142,129 New-Testaments, making, with thosé issued at the ex- 
pense of the Society, from foreign presses, since the commencement of the Institution, 
Three Millions, Two Hundred and One Thousand, Nine Hundred and Seveniy-eight Bis 


bles and Testaments. 


The Cash Account appeared to stand as follows :— kL. «ef 
Toraxt Nett REcEIPts J / - “ “ 89,154 16 6 
Which included— Z. a ? 


Contributions from- Auxiliary Societies 


52,314 19 1 


Receipts for Bibles and ‘Testaments, ee 26,272 10 10 


and Monthly Extracts 
YoTat Nett PayMENTS - - 


79,560 13 6 


7 a a ~ 


The Society is under engagements, which will become payable within its current year, 


to the amount of about L. 40,000. 


+ iy ee | 


Opinions of Mr Ward, Baptist Mis- 
sionary te the East Indies. 


¥n looking over the speeches delivered 
atthe anniversary meeting of ‘* VheWesley- 
an—Methodist Missionary Society” held in 
London, we find the following senti:nents 
were delivered in a speecs by Mr Ward :— 
“The Wesleyan Missionaries yield to none 
in love to their Saviour, which is so essen- 
tially necessary to keep ative the Missiona- 
ry flame. And they vield to none in anoth- 
er grand point, which is the FREENESS of 
their INVITATIONS. BLESSED BE Gop! 
they feel no Aesitation in their OFFERS OF 
MERCY. Thisis their DARLING THEME, and 
it suits the Missionary cause extremely 
well,” 

Suppose a Missionary should go among 
the heathen declaring far and near that 
“Christ died for a select number, and not tor 
the whole of mankind,” would he not be a 
barbarian unto them, and tiicy barbariaus 
unto him? 

et 


FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
Richard Watson's Answer to South- 
ey’s Life of Wesley. 

Permit one of your readers, through the 
medium of your pages, to set forth in a few 
words the great merit of this new work, 
trom which you formerly gave some ex- 
tracts. It indeed transcends his power to 
give it its just commendation : but a few re- 
marks may possibly occasion it to receive 
more general notice from those who might 
not otherwise hear of its character and 

worth. 

Mr Southey, in the pride and conceit of 
his self-applauded raéional religion, has 
conducted himself throughout his whole 
Work, as possessing the vantage ground of 
Mr Wesley and his followers, whom he re- 

ds in the main, notwithstanding bis occa- 
eal efforts to be Candid and modayate, as 


an association of enthusias/s. He is of 
course too philosophic and discriminating, 
ay the historian of Methodism, to be ever 
liable to be affected with “ the contagion” 
of their “ spiritual disease !” Against such a 
champion, Mr Watson proves himself 
more than a match, by occupying in truth, 
wit! real ability, that very vantage ground 
which Southey only affected to possess. Lig 
work isacal~ and highly piilosophical des 
fence of Christianity itself; tor, by a lucid 
manner of reasoning, he has identified Me- 
thodism, as conducted by Mr Wesley, with 
the religion obviousiv taught by the Apos- 
tles, and now cherished in common b. every 
denomination of evangelical Professors 
throughout the world. 

By frankly confessing there have been 
occasional displays of euthusiasm among 
us, and that a historian has @ right to no- 
tice them, (which, however, he says, has 
not been countenanced by Wesley, nor will 
not by any of his followers in government,) 
he is enabled to enter into a laudable de- 
fence of those real sorrows of conviction, 
and joys of conversion, which are both ra- 
tional and divine. 

Some of his remarks o7 enthusiasm are 
so wise and truly discriminating, that it may 
be useful to copy a tew of them. * It cosis 
us nothing (says he) to concede that instan- 
ces of real enthusiasm have recurred if 
some weak-minded persons ; that some a- 
mong us have occasionally given too great 
an encouragement to noise and clamor in 
their religious meetings, and laid too much 
stress upon the excitement of the passions.” 

“Enthusiasm springs from excess, and 
not from defect, and where there is most 
of active piety, it will most frequently be 
produced in individuals of weak under- 
standing and sanguine teelings ; not to men- 
tion the imitations of hypocrisy, and this 
has been the case in all the bes: periods & 
the Church of Christ.” 

“The way Mr Wesley treated all cases 
of extraordinary emotion was, ‘ he had 
compassion on them that were ignorant’ a6 
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well as “out of the way,” and concluded 
that in ignorant and inexperienced persons, 
much of what is‘pood in principle may be 
mixed with much fancy and oblique teel- 
ing.” 

“We should think that man an enthusi- 
ast who attached greater importance to any 
religious feeling, or any extraordinary cir- 
cumstance of his couversion, as indications 
of his spiritual state than to the unequivo- 
cal rule of conformity in spirit, temper and 
conduct to the gospel.— When instances of 
this kind have occurred, and occur they 
will, among the ardent and uninstructed, 
they have uniformly been taught very dif- 
ferent ; and finding nothing valued among 
us but what is tangible and practical—that 
no inward feeling is allowed to be genuine, 
but that which arises out of, and expresses 
itself by, ** geatleness, goodness, meekness, 
faith, temperance”’-—they have either 
been cured of their follies, or have grown 
weary of the discipline of opimons opposite 
to their own, and so have left us.” 

“Those whose conversion has been ac- 
companied by circumstances somewhiat ex- 
traordinary, receive no peculiar respect, 
and are entitled to no office on that ac- 
count. A steady, fervent, habitual, and 
practical piety is now, and was in the days 
of Mr Wesley, the only standard by which 
the professions of our members have been 
estimated.” 

Finally, those who wish to lend an able 
defence of spiritual religion, to their scepti- 
cal friends; or those who would wish to 
learn how best they may Controvett suc- 
cessfully the doubts of sensible men, or the 
scoifs or sneers of Infidels or Formalists, 
must give their days and nights to sucha 
companion as R. Watson. 

0 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 


Conferences of the Local Ministry. 

The proceedings of the late District 
Conference of Local Ministers, in Phila- 
delphia, commenced a new era in the his- 
tory of Methodism, and involves principles 
of much interest to the people. It is there- 
fore surprising, that so little observation 
has been awakened by the publication of 
their very interesting Minutes of Proceed- 
ings.—Permit a few remarks to be offered, 
which may tend to point out some of the 
views and principles developed by this first 
Conference of Local Ministers. 

The late general conference determined, 
that thereaiter there should be held annu- 
ally, in each Presiding Elder’s district, a 
District Conference, of which all Local 
Preachers, of two years’ license, should be 
members. ‘This Conference should have au- 
thority to license proper persons to preach, 
and to recommend suitable candidates tor 
tat ministry in the travelling connexion, 
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and to try, suspend, expel, or acquit, any 
local Preacher, who might be charged with 
any offence, &c. 

Under these ample powers, it is very 
manifest, the Local Ministry become the 
natural guardians of the people ; and under 
the discreet and judicious exercise of their 
functions the pcople must hereafter look 
for all that is desirable in the travelling 
Ministry. If therefore they are vigilant and 
duly faithful to their trust, they will find 
their annual Conferences grow into a sube 
ject of much concern among the people. 

The Schuylkill District Conference, 
which set at Philadelphia in March last, 
appear to have been fully alive to these 
views, and they have expressed themselves 
very unreservedly thereon—the following 
are some of their remarks, to wit: 

“It will be at once seen by any person, 
who shall read these rules from the Gene- 
ral Conference, that cur own respectability 
and usefulness now depends much on our- 
selves; as also the respectability and use- 
fulness of the travelling Ministry ot our 
Church. We possess ample power to keep 
improper persons from obtruding them- 
selves among us, and removing those who, 
on due trial, shall not be found worthy of 
the Ministerial office. We possess also a 
complete check on unsuitable recommend. 
ations to the Annual Conferences for admis- 
sion into the travelling connexion, and for 
the offices of deacons and elders. We in fact 
form the Nursery for the future Ministry?” 

They then advert to the great import- 
ance of securing a general attendance at ey- 
ery conference, and to secure its perform- 
ance, they resolve, that they will not renew 
the license of those who neglect to attend, 

It has been feared by some, that the dis. 
tance of some ministers, and their inability 
to procure conveyance to the conference 
might prevent their attendance. But I hope 
the good sense of the people will never suf- 
fer this difficulty to embarrass them. Let it 
be a rule in the Society, in every neighbor- 
hood where there are local ministers, to as~ 
certain the ability of their ministers to tra- 
vel, and jet the rich either lend them a 
horse or let the society defray the expences, 
Let collections be taken up where Confer- 
ences are held—If possible retain in hand 
an unappropiated balance, to defray expen- 
ces of poor Ministers from a distance. Lo- 
cal Conferences may exercise a wholesome 
guarcianship by preventing Annual Con- 
ferences from being imposed upon by im- 
proper candidates &c, We hope hereafter 
to hear that these Conferences are eve y- 
where well attended to, and that they wif 
become deserved favorites with the people, 
( The author will perceive that we were ur- 
der the necessity of dhrideine he lates 
fiart of Ms artitieg) 








POETRY. 
THE RAINBOW: 
{Frem Baldwin’s London Magazine.) 


The evening was glorious, and light through the trees, 

Play’d the sun-shine and rain drops, the birds and the Lrzeze 3 
The landscape, outstretching in loveliness, lay 

On the lap of the year, in the beauty of May. 


For the Queen of the Spring, as she pass’d down the valé, 
Left her robe on the trees, and her breath on the gale ; 
And the smile of her promise gave joy to the hours, 
And flush in her footsteps sprang herbage and flowers, 


The skies, like a banner in sunset unroll’d, 

O’er the west threw their splendour of azure and gold ; 
But one cloud at distance rose dense, and increased, 
Till its margin of black touch’d the zenith, and east. 


We gazed on the scenes, while around us they glow’d, 
When a vision of beauty appear’d on the cloud ;— 

*T was not like the Sun, as at mid-day we view, 

Nor the Moon, that rolls nightly through starlight and blue, 


Like a Spirit, it came in the van of a storm! 

And the eye, and the heart, hail’d its beautiful form 5 
For it looked not severe, like an Auge! of Wrath, 
But its garment of brightness illum’d its dark path. 


In the hues of its grandeur, sublimely it stood, 

O’er the river, the village, the field, and the wood ; 
And river, field, village, and woodlands grew bright, 
As conscious they gave and afforded delight. 


?' Twas the bow of Omnipotence ; bent in His hand, 
Whose grasp at Creation the Universe spann’d ; 
**Twas the presence of God, in a symbol sublime , 
His Vow from the Flood to the exit of Time! 


Not dreadful, as when in the whirlwind he pleads, 
When storms are his chariot, and lightnings his steeds ; 
‘The black clouds his banner of vengeance unturl’d, 
And thunder his voice to a guilt stricken world ;— 


In the breath of his presence, when thousands expire, 

And seas boil with fury, and rocks burn with fire, 

And the sword, and the plague-spot with death strew the plain, 
And vultures, and wolves, are the graves of the slain = 


Not such was that Rainbow, that beautiful one! 
Whose arch was refraction, its key stone—the Sun ; 
A pavilion it seem’d which the Deity graced, 

And Justice and Mercy met there, and emoraced. 


Awhile, and it sweetly bent over the gloom, 

Like Love o’er a death-couch, or Hope o’er the tomb ; 
Then left the dark scene, whence it slowly retired, 

As Love had just vanish’d, or Hope had expired. 


I gaz’d not alone on that source of my song ;—~ 

"To all who beheld it these verses belong, 

Its presence to all was the path of the Lord! 

Each full heart expanded,—grew warm—and adored ! 


Like a visit—the converse of friends—or a day, 
That Bow, from my sight, pass’d for ever away ; 
Like that visit, that converse, that day—to my heart, 
‘That bow from remembrance can never depart. 


*Tis a picture in memory distinctly defined, 
With the strong and unperishing colors of mind; 
A part of my being beyond my control, 

Beheld on that cfoud, and transqribed on my sai’. 
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FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
BroGrapuHicat Notice OF THE 
Rev. JOHN PITTS. 

It may create some surprise, that 
we should select, as the subject of 
biographical notice, a name scarce- 
ly known beyond the western shore 
of Maryland, the banks of Potomac 
and Rappahannock—a name never 
dignified with any title above that 
of ** Elder in the M. E. Church ;” 
and unconnected with literature and 
science. Few travelling preachers 
‘of equal age and talents were more 
circumscribed in the range of their 
itinerant Jabors, or obtruded less up- 
on the public notice by extra-minis- 
terial movements, than Joun Pirts. 
Modest, retired, and unassuming in 
his manners ;_ beloved in the circle 
of his friends; admired by many ; 
and acceptable to all in the pulpit ; 
indefatigable in duty ; and fervent 
and steady in zeal: he labored only 
to win souls ; and the satisfaction of 
seeing them embrace the causz of his 
Master was suflicient to gratify his 
ambition. In the ministry of the 
word, he began early, and he began 
well. The fruits of many hopeful 
blossoms were not blighted. He was 
not indeed always so happy as to 
have his lot cast in the most favora- 
ble situations ; but if he did not find 
revivals, they sometimes accompa- 
nied or followed his labors; an‘ 
seldom did he return to conference 
from his circuit, or station, without 
additional seals to his ministry ; 
nor was it for awakenings only, 
that his labors were remarkable ; 
the church was built up in the faith, 
and qualified for every good word 
and work through the instrumental- 
ity ef his talents fer governing as 





well as preaching, in which he 
shewed a happy and rare assem- 
blage of mental and moral qualities, 
After struggling hard at different in: 
tervals against the approacii o! dis- 
ease, it at length gained such an as- 
cendancy as to put aperiod to his 
itinerancy ; but he still continued to 
preach occasionally until five years 
before his death, during which it 
pleased Gop that he should suffer 
under a state of bodily aftiiction of 
unusual severity. In this trying and 
protracted period, his friends knew 
not whether most to wonder at the 
violence of his disease, or to admire 
the greatness of his patience, which 
seemed finally to have its perfect 
work, and left nothing wanting to 
prepare him for the last mortal 
struggle. : 

John Pitts was born in Ann-A- 
runde! county, near to Annapolis, on 
the western shore of Maryland. We 
have little knowledge of the early 
period of his life; probably it was 
not fruitful of interesting anecdote ; 
as ét seldom happens, that boys in 
retired and thinly settled country 
places can have many opportunities 
to call forth the latent energies of 
genius. As far as the instrumentali- 
ty of the preaching of the gospel 
was concerned in his conversion, he 
was indebted to the labors of those 
men, ** who zo out into the hedges’® 
—into those parts of the country 
which ave seldom visited by those 
divines who ** have been brought up 
at the icet of Gamaliel’’—men whose 
“foolishness of preaching” has of- 
ten been made “ the power of God 
unto salvation’—and among the 
fruits of whose ministry are found 
those who adorn the doctrine of God 
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our Saviour in the pulpit as well as 
out of it. If his advantages at school 
were not greater than common, he 
must have made an uncommon im- 
provement under them. He continu- 
ed alse to cultivate elementary learn- 
ing with assiduity and success after 
he became a travelling preacher. In 
divinity, ethics, history, and poetry, 
at least, he was known to be well 
read. His literary taste was good, his 
Inemory tenacious, and his commu- 
nication sprightly and agreeable. 
Though we have heard his public 
discourses charged with sameness, 
we have noticed that his plans bore 
evidence of more study and arrange- 
ment than «re common among pa- 
thetic speakers, who are generally 
most remarkable for application : 

the attention of his hearers might 

easily have been diverted by his fer- 

vor, (in which sameness naturally 
prevails,) from those varied parts 

of his discourses which bore the less 

conspicuous marks of thought. It 

was not to zeal, or to fervor alone, 

that this evangelist trusted for the 

success of bis ministry, though few 

men had more of it to trust to. Pos- 
sessing a mind of ardent and active 
temperament, Which the earlier sta- 
ges of a hectic are known often to 
render more acute, who could have 
omitted to improve his mind by stu- 
dy with fairer excuse than he: In 
addition to good natural abilities, 
and a commendable degree of at- 
tention to their improvement, Mr 
Pitts possessed another advantage 
not to be overlooked. In several of 
the circuits which he travelled in 
Maryland and Virginia, he had ac- 
cess to families whose dumestic ha- 
bits and manners need not conver- 
sion, but only consecration, to ren- 
der them christian; and the mate- 
riel aud temper of his mind were too 
good to pass under the infiuence of 
such examples without receiving and 
retaining a good degree of thai pol- 
ish, which they alone, perhaps, can 
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impart. Happy the young man, and 
thrice happy the young itinerant, 
who can retire from the haughtiness 
and the excesses of the great rich ; and 
the low vices of the mean vulgar in- 
to the bosoms of families, where 
none but the fairest models of mo- 
desty, gentleness and amiableness 
of manners are exhibited before him, 
We are well persuaded that the high- 
er and more perfect degrees of ctvili- 
zation approach near to : eligion, and 
that a profitable intercourse may be 
maintained between piety and po- 
liteness. 

Mr Pitts filled the principal sta- 
tions in the Baltimore Conference, 
and his talents and manners proved 
to be as acceptable to the town as to 
the country. To his endeavors to dis- 
charge the duties which devolve on 
a travelling preacher in large cities, 
may be attributed, perhaps, in a 
great measure, the crisis of his com- 
plaint. The allurements of these sta- 
tions to preachers with families, who 
are necessarily so much from home 
on circuits, too often render them in- 
attentive to the consequences their 
health may suffer; and he whose 
business it is to arrange the appoint- 
ments, has not, alas! an hundred 
eyes; though he would need scarce- 
ly less to view all cases and circum- 
stances. Mr Pitts’ friends dreaded 
the effects of his last appointment te 
Baltimore city, and their fears were 
painfully realized ; he had to return 
from the station, and it proved to be 
forever. 

Mr Pitts in person was justly 
made, well proportioned, active, and 
middle sized. His countenance was 
rather inclined to the florid, his fea- 
tures were regular and expressive 
of intelligence ; but his manner of 
elevating the muscles of one side of 
his forehead when he became earn- 
est, and a harsh and grating method 
of sounding the letter R. injured his 
look and voice in the pulpit in 
the estimation of those who criti- 
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eise such matters ; though in gene- 
yal it was the smaller portion of his 
audience who found themselves dis- 

osed to indulge in remarks upon 
his manner; their attention was most 
frequently diverted from the speak- 
er to themselves, and sufficiently oc- 
cupied with the feelings of their own 
hearts. Some who have not profited 
by them remember, and will forever 
remember, the mysterious commo- 
tions which were produced within 
them under his preaching. 

It was in Niss Elizabeth Hall, 
daughter of Mr Nicholas Hall, of 
New-Market, Frederick county, in 
his native state, that Mr Pitts found 
that pledge of the divine favor, a 
good wife; with whom he lived in 
the utmost affection for upwards of 
sixteen years. In this help-mato he 
participated a most merciful dispen- 
sation of providence, in the preser- 
vation of her health and strength, 
by which she was enabled to waich 
over him through so many hundred 
wearisome nights, and not only to 
comfort him by her sy mpathies, but 
to sustain his fortitude by the equa- 
nimity of her own spirit. With the 
widowed partner of his joys and sor- 
rows he left six children. Jt gives 
us pleasure to add, that he not only 
lived to see them provided for by the 
will of Mrs Pitts’ father, but also 
that by the contributions of the 
church, and providential interven- 
tions, he was relieved, if not from 
the fears, at least from the actual 
sufferings of poverty. 

The state of Mr Pitts’ experience 
in death was in unison with his la- 
bors and sufferings, and left not a 


shadow of doubt that * the root of 


the matter was in him ;’? death had 
fost its sting, and gloomy doubts 
had long ceased to rise. He died in 
the Lord—he fell asleep in Jesus, 
on the —— day of February, 
1821, in the forty year of his 
age, and (probably) twenty-sixth 
year of his ministry. 
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“ Happy soul, his days were ended, 

Allhis mourning days below.” 

We recollect no one among our 
departed friends in the ministry, 
that we would select in preference 
to John Pitts, as a -nodel for a Me- 
thodist preacher,—no one, the recol- 
lection of whose life and labors we 
can cherish with more satisfaction 
and safety. Had his career been 
more splendid, it might have dazzled 
us; had his talents and attainments 
been greater, we might have des- 
paired of sticcessful imitation; and 
we ought not to conceal from our- 
selves the probability, that had his 
success ana popularity been greater, 
they might have excited in our 
breasts a cegree of envy. But it is 
not for his piety, lis usefulness, and 
other positive qualitien, that his ex- 

ampie seems worthy of our regard 3 
hie negative qualitics, his faultless: 
hss, is scarcely less estimable. Ue 
hat remat Kea, with regret, that 
some of his senior brethren did 
not “deal tenderly with the young 
men,’ in respect to instruction and 
advice—that a disposition had some. 
Low gained an ascendency to invert 
the order of the adave, and of the 
direction of the prophet, as far as 
they may be applicable to, preache 
ing—to make us walk-before we 


. creep—to learn to do well before we 


cease to do evil. He had deplored 
the consequences of impressing the 
minds of young preac hors with the 
belief, that the manner of preaching 
is too trifling to be regarded by 
those who are Aabori ug io save soulsg 
ond be had himself labored h abitual- 
ly under a steady conviction, that as 
every whole, and of course every 
sermon, is made up of parts, so the 
whole must partake of the character 
of the parts. What a slur does the 
author of the history of the Metho- 
dists cast upon his fraternity, when 
he talks of a truly primitive Metho- 
dist preacher who was a great )lun- 
derer. Why did this preacher bun; 
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der? because he had not learned to 
speak correctly—he had not ceased 
to speak erroneously—he lacked the 
negative qualities ! But to associate 
the character of a primitive Metho- 
dist preacher, and a great blunder- 
er, is a mere blunder of this writer. 
The primitive, or first Methodist 
preacher, was as remarkable for cor- 
rectness and precision as for any 
other quality of his mind ; and it is 
well known that no preacher in con- 
nexion with him was suffered to blun- 
der in his presence, without calling 
forth some notice or remark from 
him. He was ence heard to say toa 
preacher, ‘‘ Brother, I heard you 
preach some years ago, and it does 
not appear to me that you have made 
any improvement: you have no com- 
pass of thought’? We are much mis- 
taken if there were not a compass of 
thought, and a perspecuity of expres- 
sion in the verbal, and written com- 
munications of Mr Pitts, that would 
have been commended by the father 
of Methodist preachers, himself. 
The trumpet of this gospel herald 
gave no uncertain sound. We be- 
lieve there are few men among the 
liberally educated, of the same ar- 
dor of feeling, who posessed more. 
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sober and chastened imagination. 
Indeed there were marks of self 
discipline, and good sense in all bis 
movements, which gave a uniformi- 
ty and consistency truly desirable, 
to his whole deportment. He was 
no creature of extremes—no man of 
fits and starts—his sermons were 
** not too long nor too loud.” As far 
as human instrumentality was con- 
cerned, the success of his ministry 
was owing to the delivery of proper 
matter in a rational and correct 
manner. In his natural temperament 
he was more of a Barnabas than of 
a Boanerges. Never did he appear 
to be more in his element,—more 
truly touching or pathetic, than 
when dwelling upon the promises, 
the prospecis, and comforts. of the 
gospel. When his soul entered ful- 
ly into the spirit of these topicks, 
‘hat heart must have been uncom- 
monly hard or vicious, that was not 
moved by the energy and the unc- 
tion of hic words ; they were truly 
weighty and powerful. As the rock 
is broken to pieces by the fire and 
the hammer, so have the hearts of re- 
soluie sinners been known to yield 
to the irresistable impressions which 
accompanied his preaching. P. P, 


SUMMARY OF RNLIG(OUS INTELLIGENCE. 


We trast, the following authentic accounts of Revivals of Religion in England, will be. 
read with as much pleasure, gratitude, and benefit as if they were the records of our own 
country. If we mistake not, they furnish much in the way of admonition as well as encour- 
agement. We copy from late Nos. of the Jingirsh Methodist Magazine. 


Extract ofa Letter from WARRINGTON. 


“‘ God is carrring on his work in this Cir- 
cuit. Tne Devil’s kingdora, at Runcorn, 
has had a mighty shake. Not less than 40 
ungodly watermen are brought to a saving 
knowledge of the truth. Their blasphemies 
are turned to praise; and now, they make 
their old flats (i. e. boats) ring with prayer 
and praises, as they sail up and down the ri- 
ver. Hallelujah! the best of all is, God is 
With us,” 

Extract of a Letier from SUNDERLAND. 


You will be glad to hear, that we have 
had a blessed revival of region through al- 
Most every part of our Circuit during the 


Jast four months; and it is still going on. 
During the last quarter, we have given up- 
wards of one hundred notes of admittance 
on trial, to persons who, to all appearance, 
have been truly awakened toa sense of 
their sinful condition, and most of whom 
have professed to have since obtained a 
sense of peace with Gop.” 

Extract ofa Letter from TENDERDON, in 

Kent. 

“ April 11.—The present visitation of the 
Hoty SPIRIT commenced among vs, in 
this town, last November, when the Lorp 
stirred up the spirits of several of our old and 
welJ-tried members to seek for a larger 
measure of the sanctifying influences of the 
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Erernat Sprrit. They sought earnestly, 
and notin vain. hey proved the truth of 
that promise of the New Covenant, ‘I will 
put my i.ws into their hearts, and in their 
Tninds Wish i wiite them.. From that peri- 
od, the Lorn excited, i believe, all in the 
society, who had not previousiy received 
the Spirit of Adoption, to seek for that jirs- 
tifying faith with which this great bl-ssing 
is connected. They sought earnestly, and 
not in vam. Thev realized the truth of that 
faithful promise of the Covenant, ‘I will be 
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their 
sins and their iniquities I will remember no 
more.’ They could peer. yet humbly 
say, ‘ Behold, Gop is my salvation. I w.ll 
trast and not be afraid; for the Lorp JE- 
HOVAH is my strengt! and sony ; He also is 
become my salvation.’ In addition to these 
blessines for themselves, the Lornp poured 
mee his people also the sj rt of prayer, 

‘d the grace of supplication 1, in behalf of 
Cadre s, and especially of their Relations. 
Siortiv atterwards, we sav misny under 
the awakesines of that CloLy Sprit, 
whose offire itis to convine: of sin, of righ- 
teousness, and of judg: nent; Causing them 
to cry alouw:i, * ‘What shall we di to be sav- 
ed?’ or, as the ¢ HURCH ui GLAND eX- 
presses it, to * Bewail their vanifold sins 
and wickedness.’ Butas a contrite heart 1s 
aiways pleasing to the high and Lotty ONE; 
so, ‘ in the pitiful..ess of his ‘mercy, he loos- 
ed those who found themselves tied and 
bound with the chain of their sins.’ He gave 
them tosay, * Lord, I will praise thee; 
though thou wast angry with me, thine an- 
ger is turnrd away, and thou comfortest 
me.’ 

«T have the happiness to state, and I do 
it with gratitude to Gop, that in every part 
of the Circuit, nombers have icpented, be- 
lieved, and found salvation. In general, we 
can observe intius revival, such a corres- 
ponding change 10 the views, affections, and 
conduct of its subjects, as we know none 
but (sop can produce. 

“ (he total number upon whom we be- 
lieve a work of grace to be lately begun, 
and who are either admitted into the socie- 
ty, or received upon trial, is between three 
and sour hundred, since last November, be- 
ing somew!ht more than double our former 
nunber, May they all stand fast! May 
Gop have allthe praise! And may his 
kingdom cone! Perhaps you have heard 
of a similar work in the following Cir- 
cuts: viz, Rye, Saudhurst, Maidstone, Ash 
ford, Cauierbury, Sheerness, Margate, and 
Deal.” 

Exiract of a Leiter from MipsumMMER— 
NorTon. 

In this Circuit, the day appointed by the 
Conference tor special humiliation, and 
prayer for the out-pouring of the Spirit of 
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yOD, was properly observed; the recom- 
me idations relating to new prayer-meet- 
ings, the appointment of new Leaders, fix- 
ing the places where the classes meet, as 
far as possible, according to the residence of 
the people, holding leaders’-meeting where- 
ever it is practicable, &c. &c. were warm- 
ly entered into; the conluct of the mem-~ 
bers was strictly investigated ; and several 
who “ walked disorderly, and would not be 
reproved,” were expelled. An alteration 
was soon visible. The congregations rapid- 
ly increased ; the pews were taken with a- 
vidity ; some souls were awakened, and 
some were converted. But there was no- 
thing very remarkable till the commence- 
ment of this year. Just then a man and his 
wife, both members of our Society in Nor- 
ton, died after a very short illness, and were 
buried in the same grave. The wife had not 
like her husband, lived in the enjoyment of 
her christian privileges; and at the ap- 
proach of death her unfaithfulness produ- 
ced inexpressible anguish. Her sorrow, 
however, by the mercy of Gop, through 
faith in Curist Jesus, was turned into joy; 
and her solemn warnings to others were not 
in vain. On Jan 7th, the event was impro- 
ved by asermon ; and, after the preaching, 
the Covenant was renewed. Several were 
then awakened ; and from that time there 
has been such a work of grace here as was 
never known before. About 80 persons in 
this village have, since then, begun to meet 
in class; and about as many more in other 
parts of the Circuit. About the’same num- 
ber have obtained the remission of their 
sins, and are enabled to obey that: divine 
command, almost to the very letter, ‘* Re- 
joice in the Lorp always.” 

This work is not confined to any age: 
persons from 10 to 70 have been the happy 
subjects of it. “ Young men and maidens, 
old men and children,” praise the Lorp. 
There are few tamilies in the village that 
have not been visited, and, in several cases, 
whole families have given themselves first 
to the Lorn, and then to us by the will of 
Gop The sorrow and joy ot parents fow 
their children, and of children for their pa- 
rents, which we have witnessed in the pro 
gress of this work, have produced feelings 
that cannot be described. And amidst all 
this, there has been noconfusion ; no inter- 
ruption of the service ; no len sthening out 
of the meetings to a period unseasonable and 
imprudent. The big tear has rolled down 
the cheek : and the face, as 2 faithful index 
tothe heart, has shewn that it was convul- 
sed with penitential anguish, Like Peter, 
the convinced sinners have wept bitterly, 
and, like him, they went out to weep. here 
has in Consequence been no contention, no 
difference of opinion ; all have felt and said; 
« this is a genuine work of God,” 
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A respectable young man, of this village, 
was convinced of sin, and joined the Society ; 
soon after this, a workman that was em- 
ployed with him, being irritated, made use 
of very profane language ;_ the young man 
reproved him, and, as they were returning 
from labor, talked to him very closely a- 
bout the salvation of his soul. Powerful con- 
viction seized him : he threw down his tools 
ja the field ; fell on his knees; and with 
strong cries and tears implored mercy from 
Gop. The young man, deeply affected, u- 
nited with him in earnest prayer. Just then a 
person, passing near, heard them; and as 
many robberies had recentiy been commit- 
ted in the neighborhood, he at once conclu- 
ded that this was a case of robbery and mur- 
der, He hastened to procure help ; and the 
first person he met with was the young 
man’s father. They both ran together to 
rescue them!‘ and were pleasingly disap- 
pointed when they found that no murder 
was to be apprehended; and that instead 
of being robbed, they were obtaining the 
riches of divine grace. Since then, I rejoice 
to hear that each of them can testify 
** Curist, and all with Curist are mine.” 


Extract of a Letter from BuRSLEM. 


The remarks which were made at the 
last Conference, upon the state of religion 
in our connexion, and the different modes 
that were then proposed to revive the work 
of Gop amongst us, inade a deep impression 
‘upon my mind, as they did upon the minds 
ef the brethren in general. ‘The spread of 
religion is the glorious object of a Metho- 
dist Preacher, and forms his highest plea- 
sure and rewatd. My worthy colleague and 
myself agreed, in the fear and love of Gop, 
to keep up the Methodist discipline, and 
not onlv to attend our preaching-places, but 
all our public meetings ; according to an 
observation made at the last Conference, 
and the force of which I then felt, that * @ 
Methodist Preacher siould be in every thing 
connected with Methodism.” We agreed, 
therefore, to be regularly present at the 
prayer-meetings and band-meetings ; and 
although attending to them and to our 
preaching takes up every evening in the 
week, we have, unless unavoidably prevent- 
ed, strictly adhered to our resolution ; the 
good effects of which were soon manifest. 
Our meetings began to be numerously at- 
tended, tne Lorp poured out the spirit of 
supplication upon the people, and the con- 
gregations were enlarged ; so that our cha- 
pel at Burslem became so crowded, that 
not only was every sitting taken up, but the 
aisles also were filled ; and so it has contin- 
ued for several months, without any diminu- 
tion, This increase of hearers was followed 
by many proofs that the Lorp was at werk 


amongst us. Numbers who had once walk- 
ed in the ways of Gon, but had backslidden 
from him for many years, were re-awaken- 
ed, and began to seek the Lorp. Others, 
who had been notorious for wickedness, 
were deeply awakened ; and the work be- 
came so general, that the oldest Methodists 
in the circuit exclaim, ** We never saw it 
in this fashion before.” I may sav, without 
exaggeration, that a religious feeling seems 
to be generally diffused among the people 
in the tewn and neighborhood. Our first 
love-feast after the Conference was the 


first time in which the Lorp particularly 
appeared to “ proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives:’? numbers‘ who were before burden- 
ed under their load of gnilt, were enabled 
then to believe on CuristT “ with the heart 


unto righteousness, and make confession 
unto salvation :” and thanks be to Gop, he 
has hitherto kept them by his power, so 
that they do honor to their christian profes- 
sion. At this meeting many seemed to fill 
their holy censers, aud carry the sacred fire 
to their own societies, now the revival is so 
spread, that in almost every place, of any 
note, Gop is adding to our numbers daily 3 
and I pray that they may all be saved. Our 
chapels, in many places, are crowded toex- 
cess. At Loagport the society is nearly 
three times as large as it was at Confer- 
ence; and at Tunstal and Hanley the num- 
bers are nearly doubled. These are our, 
principal societies out of Bursiem. 
At an obscure place, called Harris 
head, where Methodism had almost dwin- 
dled away to nothing, and the chapel was 
nearly deserted, we added upwards of 70 
members when we last renewed the tickets. 
At another place called Norton, where 
part of the chapel has been made into a 
dwelling-house we are also crowded. There 
were only about 10 in society, but now there 
are upwards of fifty, and were that part 
which is now occupied as a dwelling added 
to the chapel, the whole would be filled. 
““So mightily has the Word of the Lora 
grown and multiplied,” that, in the agre- 
gate number through the circuit, we have 
about 700 more members of society than 
we found at our first quarterly visitation 
after Conference, Ihaveto add, that the 
work of holiness is deepening in the socie- 
ties. The members seem not only establish- 
ed in the knowledge and experience of reli- 
gion, but also are much athirst for purity of 
heart, and restoration to the full image of 
Gop. They long to come tothe full “ sta- 
ture of a perfect man in Curist Jesus,” 
Of our saturday night band-meeting, at 
which there are perhaps seldom less than 
200 persons, I have no hesitation in saying, 
that the chrstian experience there related, 
would have done henor to the church of 





4 











4 








” 
* 


Owe aw OO 8 FF Mb se OOH OY Of F 





eo 











Christ in any age of the world. Itis delight- 
ful to hear the members speak of the won- 
derful work which Gop has wrought. Ma- 
ny I believe enjoy that * perfect love which 
casteth out fear: we judge of them by 
their fruits as well as their professions, \Ve 
have indeed glorious times at these meet- 
ings. I never witnessed, in any circuit, such 
a powerful and delightful influence of grace 
as at present. I could almost imagine my- 
self in that blessed company, of which it is 
said, “ And great grace rested upon them 
ali.” his glorious revival of religion is not 
carried on with noize and disorder ; it is of- 
ten, as our Poet says, with 


«“ The speechless awe that dares not move; 
And all the silent heaven of love.” 


Sometimes there are individuals who can- 
not suppress their feelings, but cry out, like 
the jailor of od, “* What must I do to be 
saved ?”—and others, full of holy joy, ex- 
press, with loud voices, the high praises of 
their Gop and Saviour ; but there is no- 
thing to offend the most decorous, The or- 
dinance of the Lord’s-Supper, which had 
been much neglected by many, is numer- 
ously attended in each place. Last Sunday 
evening, we had near 500 communicants 
present at Burslem. The presence of the 
Lorp was sensibly experienced. It was as 
‘the gate of heaven.” Our Sunday Schocl 
here is in a high state of improvement and 
christian discipline. Many of the children, 
we have every reason to believe, are sub- 
jects of divine grace. In the ‘adult room, 
there are 72 scholars, many of whom have 
begun to meet in class, and have been 
brought toa knowledge of the truth as it is 
in Jesus, since they came into the school. 
Great praise is due to the superintendent 
and teachers of this institution in Burslem, 
and in the other schools in this circuit, for 
their diligence, not only in instructing the 
children to read, but also in Communicating 
religious knowledge, and inculcating chris- 
tian morality. Great good is done,not only 
to the individuals themselves, but also to 
society at large, by these means, Many 
will rise up and Cail their teachers bless- 
ed. I have the pleasure to add, that there 
is every prospectat presentof the good work 
going on, asit hasdone for months past. Our 
local preachers, stewards, and leaders, are 
pious, and steady Methodists; and active 
and zealous in the bM&sed cause of Gop. 
They come forward to “the help of the 
Lorp ageinst the mighty.” Our labor, as 


Itinerant Preachers, is rather hard. We 
preach regularly seven times a week ; and, 
during the time of meeting the classes, fre- 
quently eight times; and have alsw te at- 
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tend the prayer meetings and the bands, 
But ot this we do not complain. 


“Happy, if with my latest breath 
I may but gasp his name: 
Preach him to all, and cry in death, 
Behold, behold the Lamb !”” 


Whatever views may be formed of this 
account, there is nothing exaggerated. I 
could have said much more, but have kept 
within due bounds, 


Lxtract ofa Letter from MAIDSTONE, 


“« The work of the Lord goes on blessed- 
ly in everv part of our Circuit. ‘Phe dissem- 
ination of Religious Tracts greatly assists 
it. We have added 227 members to the 
society ; 150 of these are in Maidstone, the 
others in the country places; and most of 
them have obtained mercy. A gracious 
work of entire sanctification, also, is going 
on among our people. 


Extracts of two Letters from LIvERPOOL. 


A most blessed work of God is going on 
here. I have never witnessed any thing like 
it, (at least, for such a length of time,) since 
I came among the Methodists. Ever since 
Christmas-day, a cry for salvation has con- 
stantly been heard in all our meetings for 
prayer ; and many scoresjhave found peace 
with Gop. Some, seemingly the most un- 
likely, have been awakened suddenty ; aad 
many others, who had long been members 
of our society, have been, as it were, re- 
awakened, and brought into happy and 
glorious hberty of soul. The work has not 
been carned on with’noise, confusion, or 
disorder, but with deep solemnity ; and the 
power of Gop has seemed to bow the peo- 
ple down, like the wind passing over a field 
of corn. Sometimes, the congregations wait 
in silence for a few minutes, upon their 
knees, before the Lorn; then the prayers 
of penitents burst forth, and surely these 
prayers enter into the ears of the Lorm 
Gop OF SABBAOTH, and He appears té 
their salvation. It is indeed a time of power, 
and a season of refreshing from the pre- 
sence of the Lorp; and I do hope that we 
are all gettirg good, and shall grow as the 
willows by the water-courses.” 

“We have been favored with a gracious. 
revival of religion in this town. Every week 
in this year, from 30 to 50 persons have 
found peace with Gop, and the divine in- 
fluence is still continued. Upwards of 5¢ 
have entered into the rest of faith this week. 
Glory be to Gop ; Many of those who have 
found the Lorp, had been in society for « 
considerable time ; but now he has legk 4, 
uUpen them in great mercy.” 
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Extract ofa Letter from BRADFORD, York, 


shire. 


I think it is not well tosay much about 
Revivals of Religion in frinz, til) we have 
had an opportunity of seeing for a consider- 
able time, whether the 4ruits remain. On 
that account I omitted writing any thing for 
insertion inthe Magazine. At the same 
time the particulars inentioned from Maid- 
stone, «c. &c. are so judiciously drawn up, 
that they cannot do harm, and may do good: 
I therefore give you the following particu- 
tars respecting the work ot Gop in the 
Bradford Circuit. It appears that, for the 
two last years, the spirit of religion has 
been in a state of improvement; and, during 
that time, many sinners were turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of 
satan to Gop. They who had through grace 
believed, were considerably quickened ; 
and several obtained a full deliverance 
from inward evils. ‘This growing spirit of 
piety manitested itself in different ways, 
and especially in fervent prayer for a re- 
vival of religion ; and for the Preachers, 
as instruments in the hand of the Lorp. 
Most heartily did many unite with their 
Preachers to observe the day of solenin 
fasting and prayer, according to the direc- 
tion of the last Conference. Gop was in tiie 
midst of us; and from that time he more 
abundantly poured out his Spimt. ‘lo this 
cause We must attribute the present revival 
of religion, which extends to every place 
in the Circuit ; more particularly in the 
vicinity of Bradford, Horton, Clayton- 
Heights, Dudiey-liill, Low-Moor, W ibsey, 
Manningham, &c. * In every place in the 
Circuit, Uie savour of the knowledge of 
CHRIST is spread abroad.” 


Since September, 1820, not Jess than four 
hundied persons have been aamaticd on 
wal, as members of Society ; a great part 
ot whom Can give a reason oi the hope that 
isinthem; and the change in their lite 


whd conversation affords satistactory proof 


ot the sincerity of their professions, \ester- 
uay, Jue 3, two classes were met at Low- 
Moor, i Which twenty-eight new members 
wcele acmitted at the visitation in March ; 
wot one of Whom was found wanting ; and 
their progress in knowledge, and christian 
ch} enlehce, Was most gratifying. ‘J his vis- 
ilalion nineteen more were admitted on 
trial. Various have been the meansemploy- 
«cd in this work of Gop. The preaching of 
the word ; praycr-meetings ; band-mect- 
jugs on Saturday evening, at several 
places 5 the prayers, advices, and exam- 
Jj (es of friends aid relations, husbands and 
“Wives, parents and Chiaren, and neighbors 


‘ 
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all these have combined, uvder the influ. 
ence of the Hoty Spirit, to ¢ rry on the 
good work. In the month of January last, 
short watch-nights, (as te were calle, 
from 7 till 9 o’clock, «ere held in every 
place in the Circuit. Both the Preachers, 
when it was practicable, attended ; accom. 
pamed by several pious, lively Loca} 
Preachers and Leaders. A sfori sermon, 
a short exhortstion, ano ten or twelve short 
prayers, lively, and for a present blessing, 
with now and then a verse ot « hymn, filled 
up the two hours. The object kept in veiw 
was a present salvation tro. sin by faith, 
Gop was remarkably pres nt. and much 
good was done. Zhis flan .as been fillow- 
ed with good effect in Janucrs , 1820. A con- 
siderable number of thes ~« ho are the sub- 
jects of this work, were previ usly iiving 
like hesthens, unaccustumed t alien: pub- 
lic worsiip. Others were hearers of the 
word: many sons and daughters of aged 
Christians have been id .ed vnto the Lorp: 
some parents of pious children have been 
converted to Gop: ..lso husbands and wives, 
whose partners in life have long been pray- 
ing for their conversion. Instances lave oc- 
curred frequently of man and wife coming 
together with tears in their eyes, and with 
broken and contrite hearts, to request the 
privilege of christian fellowship. A great 
part of the new members are Marricd peor 
ple. Many of them have small, growing 
fanilies, On inquiry it bas been tound that 
they have a family altar, and offer up their 
sacrifices of prayer, praise and thanksgiv- 
ing toGop. Not one excefition has becn 
disccvered. How important is this to their 
offspring and to society ! “his work is ration- 
al, deep, and scriptural. What hath God 
wrought! ‘Lhe nun:ber of attentive hear- 
ers; the unanimity and leve which prevail 
in the societies ; the fervent spirit of piety 
which appcars in our assemblies, (for Gop 
is With us,) warrant the expectation of a 
still wider extension of this gloricus work 
in this populous neighborhood. Glory te 
Gop in the highest ! Last quarter we had 
288 admitted on trial, and 1 believe very 
few have fallen off. Vi hen I came to Brad- 
ford, I tound at the foot of the plan for 
prayer meetings, “ AdZissionuries, 1. B. &c. 
‘These men are pious, lively Leaders, whe 
go trom house to house, to those who need 
such visits, to distribute tracts, hold prayer 
meetings, invite th@pe le to the preach- 
ing, &c. : they have contributed their quota 
to the work ot Gop, and he has worked 
with them. 
June 4, 1821, 
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